
betterArts is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to increasing access to the arts throughout the 
Thousand Islands Region and beyond through the provision of workshops, residencies, private 
instruction, studio and gallery space, broadcasting, performances, and events. 

Our purpose is to make the arts available to all. betterArts affords people the opportunity to discover 
and develop their creative and artistic spirit against a backdrop of working with land stewardship and 
sustainable agriculture. betterArts is committed to fostering individual and collaborative creative 
expression for the enjoyment and education of the people of Redwood, the region, and beyond. 
betterArts, Inc. refers to the art of living, extending beyond the accepted parameters of art to 
encompass all aspects of intentional and creative living. 

betterArts operates out of its location at Better Farm, a sustainability campus in Redwood, N.Y.

WHAT WE DO 
betterArts exists as a focal point for the local art community, helping to rejuvenate Redwood and 
outlying towns in a number of ways: 

• By bringing neighbors together through quality programming, helping to alleviate cultural and 
social isolation

• Drawing visitors to the North Country from across the country and world
• Using art to educate, inspire, and facilitate environmental awareness
• Stimulating the creative process, providing opportunities for each resident and community 

member to foster his or her own creativity through the artists-in-residency program and classes
• Being rooted in the local community, participating in and structuring local events, and offering 

free and low-cost workshops and studio space to the general public
• Stimulating the creative spirit with public events, festivals, art installations, and concerts
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betterArts Residency Program

betterArts’ successful artist residency program invites those working in fine and performing arts to 
hone their craft while living and working on the Better Farm campus, a 65-acre property boasting 
residential housing, alternative and “green” outbuildings, a greenhouse, on-site vegetable, fruit, and 
herb gardens; pond, greenhouse, and two-story “art barn” with facilities for painters, musicians, 
dancers, choreographers, sculptors, woodworkers, and more. 

Residencies are designed to offer artists of every discipline space and time to work on specific projects;
whether a series of paintings, a composition, book, set of sculptures, or album.

Residents are offered 24-hour access to Better Farm's Art Barn, a barn renovated to offer track lighting,
gallery space, full electric, access to a myriad of crafts supplies, speakers and recording equipment for 
musicians, a potter's kick wheel, anvils for metalworkers, and more.

betterArts residents are encouraged to interact and participate in the goings-on around the property, and
to help out with chores and farm-related responsibilities between three and five hours each week. These
responsibilities may include working in the gardens, participating in arts-related community outreach 
projects, helping with house chores, cooking, or assisting with other odd jobs. At the conclusion of 
each residency, an artist is required to present his or her work to the public in a gallery show, reading, 
performance, or via some other appropriate medium. 

Residencies are for two weeks, three weeks, one month, or two-month periods. 

For more information, please visit www.betterArts.org/residencies



Workshops & Private Instruction

betterArts offers year-round workshops, private instruction, and lectures in arts-related subject matter 
throughout the year, on-site at Better Farm and out in the community. Local instructors submit 
proposals to teach; those teaching fees are paid with money raised from private donors and fundraisers. 
In the past, classes in the following disciplines have been taught:

• Violin for Beginners
• Upcycling
• Piano Camp
• Poetry
• Weaving
• The Art of Winemaking
• Life's Art Yoga Retreats
• Sound Engineering and Music Production
• Where Sustainability and Art Intersect

Available courses rotate based on teacher proposals, with the majority of classes offered during the 
summer months.

For more information, visit www.betterArts.org



Community Outreach

Throughout the year, betterArts board members and volunteers attend community events to offer 
information about our programming, and to conduct arts-related activities with all age groups. Since 
2012, some of these activities have included:

• Annual summer festival series hosted by betterArts at Better Farm, showcasing dozens of local 
and regional bands, gallery shows in the Art Barn, local vendors, food, arts 'n' crafts for kids, 
games, and more

• Children's Holiday Remembrance Gathering with Hospice of Jefferson County and Army 
Community Service Survivor Outreach Program

• Hosting the Kids Room at Watertown's annual North Country Goes Green! Irish Festival
• Community mural projects at North Country Arts Council's Summer Arts Festival and Mare's 

Wares Arts Fest
• Arts 'n' crafts projects at events for the Mustard Seed, Whimsical Pig, Thompson Park Zoo, and 

One District, One Book Initiative for Jefferson County, among others

For more information, visit www.betterArts.org 



Better Radio

Better Radio is a low-power FM station run and managed by betterArts, being broadcast in the near 
future out of its location at Better Farm in Redwood. That station, in conjunction with betterArts' 
website, will provide content to individuals living locally (via 88.5 FM) and worldwide (via podcasts, 
live streaming, and sound files). 

Better Radio will broadcast talk shows, live and pre-recorded music, interviews, story-telling, news, 
weather, fishing reports, poetry, garden guides, and much more. 

betterArts has received a community grant from Best Buy; the funds of which have been designated for
New Media training for teenagers in the North Country. Funds from this grant are used to purchase 
recording equipment and train young adults in a variety of disciplines. Better Radio programming 
educates students on principles of recording, uploading, syncing, mixing, digitally editing, creating 
podcasts, and producing content in a way that draws attention to our community. Content created by 
these students will be transmitted via the web and FM radio.

betterArts is in the process of fundraising for necessary broadcast equipment and creating content for 
the station. We expect to have Better Radio on-air by June 2015.

To learn more, visit www.betterArts.org/better-radio



Board of Directors 
and Press Contacts 

Nicole Caldwell, President — Nicole  is a professional writer and journalist, as well as owner and 
executive director of Better Farm. She holds a master's degree from Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism and an undergraduate degree from Hampshire College. In addition to her work 
with betterArts, Nicole serves as a member of the Redwood Neighborhood Association and North 
Country Arts Council.
nicole.caldwell@betterArts.org 

Holly Boname, Marketing Director 
Holly serves as community and marketing coordinator for Cornell Cooperative Extension in 
Watertown. Her experience there—as well as her work for several years as a reporter and journalist—
have given Holly the necessary skills to handle everything marketing- and press-related for betterArts. 
holly.boname@betterArts.org 

Justin Chirico, Youth Coordinator 
Justin was born and raised in Watertown, N.Y. He earned two associate degrees from Jefferson 
Community College in Liberal Arts and Early Childhood Education, and went on to earn a bachelor's 
degree from SUNY Plattsburgh. He has for the last decade worked with a variety of youth in  human 
service and education fields; collaborating and facilitating relationships with community organizations, 
outreach programs, schools, non-profit organizations and many others. He currently works as a 
Community Educator for Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County overseeing an after-
school program and helping to write grants. 
jpchirico234@gmail.com

AmberLee Clement, Director of Programming 
AmberLee Clement is a native of the North Country who has traveled throughout the state to gain 
education and professional development in the Social Arts. She is currently a Community Educator 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County and has focused on connecting community 
resources to individuals in the Fort Drum community and surrounding areas. 
amberlee.clement@betterArts.org 

For a full listing of board members and contacts, please visit www.//betterArts.org/board-of-directors


